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Does anyone else remember the National Archives’ Machine Readable Archives 
Division? They sponsored a pilot project called CULDAT – the Canadian Union List of 
Machine Readable Data Files – it was one of the first projects I worked on in 1986. In 
some ways, I see the Census Aggregate File project as a successor to CULDAT. If you’re 
interested in the early days of data in Canada, I can talk a bit more about that project.
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Machine Readable Archives Division also printed catalogues of what they had – we’ve 
offered them back to LAC if they can’t find print copies. LAC still seems to have many 
(maybe even most) of these data files.
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Now, I’m going back in time to before a number of you were born, I’m afraid …
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This is copied from the sleeve above …
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Fortunately, I have refused to 
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I think that I remember the original software correctly
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Each file required multiple separate extractions (five for 86-87 job file), then merging 
those extractions together in SPSS
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I wasn’t able to check the mirror site from home on Sunday, but the Equinox files 
were to be transferred to the mirror
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So, I’m broadening the definition of “rescue” to include a current file that we get 
regularly (but that is sent in an appalling fashion)
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Lobbying is probably best done at the province level – it’s not a CIHI decision to not 
release the data

Having talked about the problems with the DAD file with CIHI, they seem to have no 
interest in improving the situation
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The Associate Dean for Research at our medical school was very interested in these 
data, because researchers are always being asked to show the significance of what 
they are proposing – this would allow them to include SOMETHING 
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On DLI EFT site
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