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ACCOLEDS/DLI TRAINING SESSION 2001

What do I need to know about the

WORLD VALUES SURVEY


WHAT IS IT?

The World Values Survey (WVS) is a multi-national social survey on values and attitudes which is now in its fourth wave.  It evolved from work done originally in  1981 through the European Values Survey (EVS) involving 10 countries and, in 1999-2000, is collecting indicators of social values from over 70 countries, fourteen of which are participating for the first time.

CAN I HAVE SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION?

The project began with a Eurobarometer Survey in 1973 that looked at the process of value change.  In 1981, the European Values Survey undertook an examination of ten countries and the results proved so intriguing that another twelve countries/societies were added to the study, one of which was Canada.  Following an analysis of the 1981/83 and 1990/93 waves, a steering committee designed the 1995/97 wave, this time concentrating on bringing in lesser developed countries.  The EVS  did not participate in the third wave of the study, though both the EVS and WVS teams are involved in the fourth wave.  [See attached for countries and years of participation]

The project was expanded to lesser developed countries because the WVS team believed that obtaining the full range of economic, cultural and political variation was the only way to effectively analyze sources of differences in human belief systems and their impact on society. The second purpose in extending the survey into lesser developed countries was to expand empirical social science techniques into societies without a long history of social science research.  With the current wave of the WVS, for example, Vietnam is experiencing its first representative national survey.

WHY WOULD I USE IT?

Canada is one of the countries included.  Studies on globalization beg for cross-national comparisons and change over time as technology and business conspire to bring the world into our backyards.  With 246,000 questionnaires distributed through upwards of 60 countries, this is one of the significant surveys that allows an examination of changes in religiosity, democratic beliefs, and fundamental values. In addition, it has maintained a core set of questions that have been carried through twenty years.  WVS is usually conducted by established survey teams working with a tried and tested questionnaire, with slight adjustments for national circumstances. In Canada, Gallup conducts the fieldwork and recognition is given, for example, to our two official languages .  As well, models for studying the survey results  abound.

WHAT IS AVAILABLE?

As the fieldwork in each country is completed, the data is sent to the WVS coordinator in Ann Arbor, MI.  In return, the principal investigator in each country receives data from the other participating countries.  In the past, all of the national files were merged into one large data file before they were made available to ICPSR members. At present, ICPSR has not yet received any public-use files from the fourth wave nor any additional surveys from the third wave.  The following files are currently available through ICPSR to member institutions:

2790
World Values Survey and European Values Surveys, 1981-1984, 1990-1993, and 1995-1997.  

A data file amalgamating all three waves, and including variables from the 1981 and 1990 survey that were included in the 1995 survey.  Approximately 60% of the questions in the 1990 questionnaire were replicated in the 1995 survey instrument.  For variables from earlier surveys that were not included in the 1995 survey, use ICPSR 9309 and 6160.  Note that Canada is not included in the 1995 countries surveyed.

6160
World Values Survey, 1981-1984 and 1990-1993 

This data file integrates the results of the first two waves of the survey and, in the ICPSR file, the value labels for nation-specific variables pertain to Canada.  

9309
World Values Survey, 1981-1983

Not all the documentation was captured for this survey.  At the time of file preparation for ICPSR, only the original codebook for Great Britain was available, which meant that nation-specific coding (such as province) was not documented.

WHAT ARE THE LIMITATIONS?

Because the most recent data from ICPSR is the integrated three-wave data file, it is imperative that the user read the documentation to understand how variables are treated.  Additionally, documentation for the 1981 data files is not available for some countries.  Because of the variation in the sampling procedures used by different countries, users are advised to use the weight variables for this reason.  

-Geography: The goal was for nationally representative sampling, although this has not been achieved consistently.  For example, in 1990, the greater Moscow region was surveyed in addition to Russia; regional surveys were carried out in Spain in 1995 in addition to the national survey and in Chile, the 1995 survey covers the central portion of the country only.   Again, it is imperative that the codebook be used to identify the scope of the coverage.

-Literacy:  Caution should be considered particularly in areas with high illiteracy rates, since that group tends to be under-sampled in the survey.  Again, use of the weight variable adjusts the representation somewhat
HOW EXACTLY IS CANADA HANDLED DIFFERENTLY?

Canada participated in the 1981 and 1990 waves and it is anticipated that Canada will be a participant in the fourth wave as well.  The following questions indicate nation-specific  coding for Canada:

	
	1981
	1990

	Religion
	v.179:  NA
	Standard list

	Geographical affiliation
	v.203/204: Collapsed variable (separate questions for country/region collapsed)
	Standard list

	Political affiliation
	V210:  PC, Liberal, NDP
	V210-211: PC, Liberal, NDP, Reform, Not eligible

	Family income
	V227: Range:<$6,000 to 30,000 and over
	V227: Range: <$10,000 to 70,000 and over

	Racial/Ethnic origin
	V233 British, French, German, Italian, Polish, Other, DK
	V208 French Canadian, English, Ethnic, Canadian and ethnic, Canadian only

	Language of interview
	
	V235 English, French

	Size of community
	
	V232: six groups,range from <1,000 to 500,000 and over

	Region
	
	v234: Ten provinces


In the combined file, variable V1 allows you to select a particular wave, V2 allows you to select a particular country by code,  while the variable NATWAVE is coded to indicate the combination of country and wave.

WHAT KIND OF RESEARCH HAS BEEN DONE?

The ICPSR site maintains an impressive list of articles on analysis of the World Values Survey.  Many of the articles on Canada listed are from Neil Nevitte, who was a Principal Investigator for Canada for the 1990 survey.  Typical citations include:

Neil Nevitte, The Decline of Deference: Canadian Value Change in Cross-National Perspective. Petersborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 1996.

Nevitte, Neil and Mebs Kanji. 1995. "Explaining Environmental Concern and Action in Canada." Applied Behavoral Science Review, 3:1: 85-102.

Nevitte, Neil, and M. Wohlfeld. 1990. Postindustrial value change and support for

native issues. Canadian Ethnic Studies 22, 3: 56-88.

ARE THERE OTHER SURVEYS LIKE THIS?

There are other surveys involving various countries around the world allowing cross-national comparative study, but the more common grouping is of countries within a community, such as the European Union or the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  Two such endeavours included in the ICPSR collection are the ISSP and the Eurobarometers; Canada is included in the first study, but not in the second.

International Social Survey Program:

The International Social Survey Program (ISSP) is an ongoing program of crossnational  collaboration. Formed in 1983, the group develops topical modules dealing with important areas of social science as supplements to regular national surveys. The 1992 survey, for example, dealt with social inequality and included  Australia, Germany (West and East), Great Britain, the United States, Austria, Hungary,  Italy, Norway, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, Slovenia, Poland, Bulgaria, Russia, New  Zealand, Canada, and the Philippines.

Eurobarometer Series:

In 1974, the Commission of the European Community launched the Eurobarometer series, designed to provide a regular monitoring of the social and political attitudes of the publics of the member nations of the European Communities: France, Germany, the  United Kingdom, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Portugal, Greece Spain, the former German Democratic Republic, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Austria.   Eurobarometer variables can be searched through the Central Archives for Empirical Social Research at the University of Cologne <http://www.social-science-gesis.de/en/za/index.htm>

NATWAVE: Nation and Year 

by country code

11 
France 81

12 
France 90

21 
Britain 81

22 
Britain 90

23 
Britain 98

31 
W Germany 81

32 
W Germany 90

33 
W Germany 97

41 
Italy 81

42 
Italy 90

51 
Netherlands 81

52 
Netherlands 90

61 
Denmark 81

62 
Denmark 90

71 
Belgium 81

72 
Belgium 90

81 
Spain 81

82 
Spain 90

83 
Spain 96

91 
Ireland 81

92 
Ireland 90

101 
N Ireland 81

102 
N Ireland 90

111 
USA 81

112 
USA 90

113 
USA 95

121 
Canada 81

122 
Canada 90

131 
Japan 81

132 
Japan 90

133 
Japan 95

141 
Mexico 81

142 
Mexico 90

143 
Mexico 96

151 
S Africa 81

152 
S Africa 90

153 
S Africa 95

161 
Hungary 81

162 
Hungary 90

171 
Australia 81

173 
Australia 95

181 
Norway 81

182 
Norway 90

183 
Norway 96

191 
Sweden 81

192 
Sweden 90

193 
Sweden 96

201 
Tambov 81

203 
Tambov 95

211 
Iceland 81

212 
Iceland 90

221 
Argentina 81

222 
Argentina 90

223 
Argentina 95

231 
Finland 81

232 
Finland 90

233 
Finland 96

241 
S Korea 81

242 
S Korea 90

243 
S Korea 96

252 
Poland 90

253 
Poland 96

262 
Switzerland 90

263 
Switzerland 96

273 
Puerto Rico 95

282 
Brazil 90

283 
Brazil 96

292 
Nigeria 90

293 
Nigeria 95

302 
Chile 90

303 
Chile 96

312 
Belarus 90

313 
Belarus 96

322 
India 90

323 
India 96

332 
Czech 90

342 
E Germany 90

343 
E Germany 97

352 
Slovenia 90

353 
Slovenia 95

362 
Bulgaria 90

363 
Bulgaria 98

372 
Romania 90

383 
Pakistan 96

392 
China 90

393 
China 95

403 
Taiwan 95

412 
Portugal 90

422 
Austria 90

442 
Turkey 90

443 
Turkey 96

452 
Moscow 90

462 
Lithuania 90

463 
Lithuania 96

472 
Latvia 90

473 
Latvia 96

482 
Estonia 90

483 
Estonia 96

493 
Ukraine 96

502 
Russia 90

503 
Russia 95

513 
Peru 96

533 
Venezuela 96

543 
Uruguay 96

563 
Ghana 95

583 
Philippines 96

613 
Moldova 96

623 
Georgia 96

633 
Armenia 95

643 
Azerbaijan 96

683 
Dominic Rep 96

693 
Bangladesh 96

733 
Colombia 97

753 
Basque 95

783 
Andalusia 96

793 
Galicia 96

803 
Valencia 96

813 
Serbia 96

823 
Montenegro 96

833 
Macedonia 97

843 
Croatia 95

852 
Slovakia 90

933 
Bosnia Herceg 97

