GEOSUITE & BEYOND 20/20 Handout 


Beyond 20/20 Warm Up Exercise – Using Nation Series

Some of the files in the Nation series list both provinces and CMA codes.   In order to have distinguish these codes they have added three “0’s” before the province and 2 trailing “0’s” after the CMA codes. In order to import and profile, you need to have an exact match.

Beyond 20/20 – Names and Codes from one file on the Nation CD

Example Codes

Saskatchewan (00047)   

Alberta (00048)   

British Columbia (00059)   

Yukon Territory (00060)   

Northwest Territories (00061)   

St. John's (00100)   

Halifax (20500)   

Saint John (31000)   

In Geosuite, let’s get the CMA codes for Canada.

1. Find and export the CMA codes Canada. 

a) Begin by searching for Canada.

b) Select CMA/CA For now choose CMA and CMA Name so that you can see what result set you get. Hit “Next” You notice that you have “CA’s” as well as CMA’s and you’d like to get rid of them.

c) Hit “Back”.

d) You’ll notice something that look like a small spreadsheet. 

e) Click “Add” so that you can add a condition for your export. In this case, we want to set the following:

· Field column – click on CMA and it will change to drop down list, choose “CMAtype”

· Value – click in the white space for value and you will see a new button appear – “Select From List”.

· Click “Select From List”

· Now you can choose the type of CMA’s.

· You choose “A” – Consolidated CMA.

f) Now you need to add a second condition start over at the beginning of number 6 a-f and add the condition for CMA Type is “B” – Regular CMA.
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Adding conditions in Geosuite.
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Click on “Set Condition”….


Set up condition. Click “Add” 

Button to set up multiple conditions.

4. Set export fields. Remember that these fields must be in the order of that  Beyond 20/20 expects. So in this case, we need to export:



CMA and XPR



XPR happens to have the code “00”

Remember to export ONLY the codes – not the place name or addition information.

Save this file to c:\temp and call it cities.txt.

Open it in Notepad or Word to see what it looks like.

From Geosuite to Beyond 20/20

1. Open the file:  3_T6.IVT in Beyond 20/20.

"Immigrant Population by Selected Places of Birth (16), Age at Immigration (12) and Sex (3), Showing Period of Immigration (6), for Canada, Provinces, Territories and Census Metropolitan Areas, 1996 Census (20% Sample Data)"
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2. Highlight and drag Geography to be the active column.
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3. Let’s assume we are going to get data for CMAs from this file and then maybe some other characteristics from another file about each CMA.

Make Geography the active dimension. Scroll through the choices.

Select Victoria and Vancouver. Under Menu option “Item”, choose “Show”. Now only these 2 CMA’s show.

4. Now let’s decide to make the Age of Immigration the active tile for the columns.
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Highlight and drag “Age of Immigration” into position.

5. Imagine a student is studying the programs offered in major urban areas for elementary grade school students that do are not native English/French speakers. As part of their study they will be looking at new immigrants. They will also be gathering the data on the total number of students and students whose mother tongue is NOT english.

They will need to gather data from several files and they’d like to build a profile.

A profile of useful geocodes is very useful in this case.

Steps to Import a Profile
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a) Under File, choose Utilities

b) Under Utilities, choose Import Profile.

c) Click on Import Profile

d) A pop up window will appear - use Browse to find the file – c:\temp\cities.txt

e) You must enter the Dimension exactly as it is named in the Beyond 20/20 file, ie. Geography

f) Give your profile a name, i.e. cities

g) Click “Okay”.

6. Now that you have imported the profile, you can use it. Here’s how.

a) Make Geography your active dimension. 

a) Take a look at what is showing – is it the codes or the place names or both. Sometimes there is more than one set of codes.

b) To show the codes, click on the little icon that looks like a Xmas gift wrap tag next to Active Dimension on the toolbar.
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c) Each time you click on the Tag it cycles through the codes available.

d) Choose the display that matches your import file (cities.txt).

e) Now on the menu bar click on “Dimension” and then click Load Profile. 

f) A pop up window showing the available profiles will appear. Look for the one that you just created.

g) Click on the profile and then hit “Show”.

h) Voila, only the CMA’s are showing.

Note the change in the Status bar at the bottom of the screen. It should now say showing 25/40.
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